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Land Acknowledgement 

We would like to begin by acknowledging that we are situated on
the traditional unceded territory of the Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc

within Secwépemc'ulucw, and recognize that this has been a place
of learning, teaching and living since time immemorial. We are

grateful to have the opportunity to learn and live here and are
committed to doing work that supports decolonization,

reconciliation, and Indigenization. 
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Place-Based education has had a few definitions, but in 2017, Getting Smart created a new one that “situates PBE
inside global conversations about innovative instructional approaches that enable student agency, boost access and

opportunity, prioritize deeper learning, and personalize learning” (p. 5). PBE is anytime, anywhere learning that is
designed to connect learning and communities. Doing this increases “student engagement, boost[s] academic outcomes,
impact[s] communities, and promot[es] understanding of the world around us” (Getting Smart, 2017, p. 8). This model

will not look the same everywhere, as it is diverse across rural, urban and suburban areas. 
 The Teton Science Schools have outlined design principles that can inform the development of PBE in any setting, and

the principles are as follows: local to global context, learner-centered, inquiry based, design thinking, community as
classroom, and interdisciplinary approach (Getting Smart, 2017, p. 10). There are also several learning models that are

facilitated through, paired with, and/or complemented by PBE, a few examples being: experiential learning, project-
based learning, and social and emotional learning. PBE reflects a growing recognition that learning situated in local

contexts enhances its relevance and impact, and helps students develop critical problem solving and leadership skills.
This approach also sits squarely in the middle of formal and informal education, making learning both flexible and

holistic. The impact of PBE cannot be understated, as it not only generates “learners who graduate with deeper learning
outcomes that include and extend beyond the curriculum,” but it also “serves as the foundation for highly functioning

democratic and sustainable communities and societies” (Getting Smart, 2017, p. 21).

Summary





 

Passage #1

 

”In classrooms where deeper learning is the focus, you find students who are motivated and
challenged—who look forward to their next assignment. They apply what they have learned in one
subject area to newly encountered situations in another. They can see how their classwork relates to
real life. They are gaining an indispensable set of knowledge, skills, and beliefs, including mastery of
core academic content, critical thinking and problem solving, collaboration, effective communication,
self-directed learning, and an academic mindset.” (p.12)

Place-based education is significant to the role of a teacher becuase it aligns with the principles of
deeper learning. As teachers, we are tasked with creating different environments where students not
only gain knowledge in academics, but also develop critical thinking skills such as problem-solving, and
communicating with their community, classmates, and self. By using real-life examples it allows students
to see the relevance in what they are learning and apply it into practice in and out of the classroom. As
teachers when we design lessons that integrate culture, environment, and community means that we
have the opportunity to create academic mindsets. Students may find that this type of approach sparks
curiosity and a sense of purpose, driving students towards new learning opportunities. 



 

Passage #2

 

“Place-Based Education is an approach that connects learning and communities with the primary
goals of increasing student engagement, boosting academic outcomes, impacting communities and
promoting understanding of the world around us. In addition to these goals, there are many
additional benefits to place-based learning experiences. These benefits can impact students,
teachers, families, communities and society”. (p.8)

I think that place based learning is a multifaceted practice because it shifts from the one-size-fits-all
approach of teaching to a more dynamic and contextually rich approach. Place based learning fits
perfectly into anyones teaching practice because it makes learning relevant and authentic by connecting
students to their immediate environments such as their community, neighbourhood, and culture. Isn’t that
why we’re here? As teachers, utilizing place-based methods taps into curiosity which draws on personal
experiences making our lessons more meaningful and memorable. The role of education is significantly
changing (technological) and we as teachers have the opportunity to take advantage of teaching moments
like these. The biggest investment we can make as teachers is the time we spend increasing engagement
within our classrooms, which ultimately leads to higher learning in all aspects of life. 



wordsmith 

Acculturation Revitalize reinvigorated
Definition: The process by which a
human being acquires the culture of a
particular society from
infancy...preschool/kindergarten 

The classroom’s multicultural activities
helped students with acculturation,
allowing them to better understand
and embrace the diverse cultures
represented in their classroom

Definition: To give new or renewed
strength or energy to (something or
someone) 

The teacher’s inspiring speech
reinvigorated the students’ passion
for learning and motivated them to
work harder. 

Definition: To give new life; to restore
or give strength to something. Often
used when talking about refreshing
something that is lacking energy or
drive. 

The after-school program was
designed to revitalize students’
enthusiasm for academics to further
help them engage with their studies. 







unanswered question #1
What are some simple, practical ways teachers can begin to implement Place-Based
Learning right away? 

Place-based education does not require several years or a lot of resources to implement
successfully. Some simple, low cost place-based activities teachers can implement with
students right away are to go for a walk in a local park, visit a local library, museum, or
art gallery, write letters or make videos to send to local, provincial, or federal government
officials about issues that students are invested in, launch inquiry-based projects based
on students’ interests and natural curiosities (i.e. bee hives, snakes), plant a class or
school garden, invite people from the community into your classroom as guest speakers,
identify issues in the school and brainstorm and implement solutions (i.e. recycling), or go
on a virtual field trip.



unanswered question #2
Can Place-Based Education only happen outside?

No! There is often an association between place-based learning and being
outside in the natural world, but this definition of place-based learning is not
inclusive of all cultural backgrounds, physical abilities, neurotypes, genders and
sexualities, economic situations, and ages (Pullman, 2023). As this quote from a
publication by the University of Winnipeg (n.d.) says, “[t]he point of place-based
learning is to recognize that learning does not need to be disembodied from
physical context” (p. 1). Place-based learning is about making learning relevant
and meaningful to the lives of the learners. This learning is possible in both
indoor and outdoor settings.



Actualizer
10 mins- find a spot outside

Your task is to silently create a
list of everything you notice
around you. 

Choose a few words that spark
curiosity or wonder and why. Pick
one and write on the sticky
note...what connections can you
think of personally/academically? 

Find your group to share the
curiosity or wonder with.

Outdoor circle and share
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